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CONVtNTION  TIMS  IS  HCRC  AGAIN 


BOTH   IN  CAIGAKY 


Conventions  of  the  Union  of  Alberta  Municipalities  and  of  the 
Alberta  Association  of  Municipal  Districts  will  again  highlight  the 
municipal  scene  this  month  and  next.  A  record  attendance  is  expected 
in  both  coses.  The  53rd  annual  convention  of  the  Union  is  being  held 
in  Calgary's  Palliser  Hotel  on  October  24th  and  25th,  while  the 
Association  convention  (it's  49th)  isslated  for  November  12,  13,  14 
and  15,  also  in  the  Palliser  Hotel. 

I  heme  ot  both  conventions  is  provincial-municipal  tinanciai  re- 
lations. Ross  L.  Ellis,  President  of  the  Union  of  Alberta  Municipalities, 
stated  that  Hon.  E.W.  Hinman,  Provincial  Treasurer  will  address  the 
delegates  on  October  24th,  while  Hon.  A.J.  Hooke,  Minister  of 
Municipal  Affairs,  will  be  guest  speaker  at9  o'clock  Friday  morning  . 
Ample  time  is  being  allowed  for  questions  and  discussion. 

Friday  afternoon,  October  25th,  H.J.  Wilson,  Deputy  Attorney 
General  will  outline  his  proposals  for  establishing  a  school  for  town 
and  village  policemen. 

SPECIAL  INVITATION 

issuing  a  special  invitation  to  "all  those  interested  in  municipal 
affairs"  Chas.  P.  Hayes,  President  of  the  Alberta  Association  of 
Municipal  Districts,  pointed  out  that  this  is  the  first  time  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  hold  a  four-day  convention.  He  said  the  reason  is 
to  provide  more  time  to  consider  all  phases  of  the  projected  New  Deal . 
Mr.  Hayes  urged  all  council  lors  to  take  an  active  part  in  formulating 
resolutions  for  consideration  by  the  full  meeting.  He  said  all  mun- 
icipal people  have  a  responsibility  to  make  their  views  known  and  so 
to  assist  the  Provincial  Government  in  shaping  the  New  Deal. 

Mr.  Hooke  and  Mr.  Hinman  both  will  address  the  November  meeting. 

A  memorandum  outlining  the  scope  of  the  New  Alberta  Deal  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Hinman  early  in  1956  and  has  been  the  subject  of 
intensive  discussions  throughout  the  Province  since  then.  A  start  on 
its  implementation  was  made  during  the  1957  Session  of  the  House 
and  legislation  dealing  with  a  new  distribution  of  both  responsibilities 
and  sources  of  revenue  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  the  1958  session. 


Commenting  on  the  American  system,  Mr.  Morrison  pointed  out 
that  real  and  personal  property  in  most  sections  is  subject  to  taxation 
by  both  the  local  or  county  and  the  State  governments.  He  said  that 
while  state  and  provincial  laws  governing  assessments  have  minor 
differences,  the  problem  everywhere  is  to  arrive  at  a  fair  actual  value 
for  taxation  purposes.  It  is  this  basic  requirement,  he  said,  that  causes 
taxing  authorities  and  assessors  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  so  the 
immediate  need  is  for  uniformity  of  assessment.  He  was  of  the  opinion 
that  Alberta  has  taken  the  lead  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Laidlaw  outlined  the  American  system  in  some  detail.  He  said 
thot.  as  a  general  rule,  property  both  real  and  personal  as  well  as 
intangible  is  assessed  by  the  County  assessor  for  local  needs.  However, 
because  the  tax  base  may  represent  as  little  as  20  percent  of  assessed 
value  or  fair  actual  value,  there  is  need  for  equalization  before  the 
State  bureau  may  use  such  assessments  as  a  base  for  State  tax  imposts. 
In  the  main,  each  State  has  an  Assessment  Equal  ization  Board,  but  the 
lack  of  a  prescribed  assessment  manual  leaves  much  to  be  desired  from 
the  standpoint  of  assessment  uniformity.  Assessors  themselves,  having 
regard  to  property  sales  and  capitalization  of  rental  income,  must 
decide  on  fair  actual  value,  which  proves  a  most  difficult  problem  , 
especially  in  rural  and  smaller  urban  municipal ities.  When  the  assess- 
ment is  completed,  the  tax  base  is  then  determined  by  the  local  council 
and  is  rarely  the  same  in  any  two  cases. 

From  what  they  had  been  able  to  observe  of  the  American  system, 
both  Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr.  Laidlaw  were  convinced  that  the  use  of  a 
prescribed  manual  such  as  that  employed  by  assessors  throughout 
Alberta  is  a  definite  advantage,  in  that  itensures  the  highest  degree 
of  assessment  uniformity  after  which  proper  equal  ization  can  be  truly 
established  for  whatever  purpose  an  equalized  assessment  may  serve. 


DALLAS  MeeriNG 


An  opportunity  to  compare  assessment  methods  now  used  in  Alberta 
with  those  being  followed  throughout  the  United  States  and  other 
Canadian  provinces  was  presented  to  A,  W.  Morrison,  Deputy  Minister 
of  Municipal  Affairs,  and  J.  B.  Laidlaw,  Director  of  Assessments,  at 
an  international  convention  on  assessment  and  taxation  methods  held 
early  in  October  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of  Assessing  Officers  of 
America,  the  convention  was  attended  by  some  1055  delegates  from 
all  parts  of  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Alaska  as  well  as  Puerto 
Rica. 


FARM  FATALITY  -  A  moment's  inattention  resulted  in  this  tractor, 
with  one  of  two  loads  of  greenfeed  being  haul  ed  along  a  country  road, 
ending  up  in  the  ditch.    The  operator  was  killed. 

Wm.  J.  Perkins,  Farm  Safety  Director  with  the  Alberta  Safety 
Council,  suggests  the  formation  of  Safety  Committees  in  our  rural  dis- 
tricts aiming  at  the  prevention  of  such  accidents.    (Story  on  page  3). 
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AUTUMN  DAY 

By  Nell  Guilford  Hancock 

God  took  a  bit  of  the  sunset. 
Colors  bright  and  rare. 

He  took  from  the  mountains  a  hazy  blue  — 
Gold  from  a  maiden's  hair. 

From  the  ocean  came  a  ripple  of  jade. 
From  the  rivers  a  misty  gray  — 

He  blended  them  all  together 
And  made  an  Autumn  Day! 

-  Autumn  Ideals 

AN    AWARD  -  ANYONS? 

Some  people  think  poetry  is  for  the  birds.  And  besides,  the  little 
gem  quoted  above  may  catch  up  to  you  on  a  v/intry-type  day.  If  so, 
remember  there'll  be  another  autumn  next  year.  So  tuck  it  av/ay  till 
then. 

For  those  who  observe  poetry  hasn't  much  to  do  with  municipal 
problems,  we  hurry  onto  a  proposal  which  really  is  closely  related  to 
the  objectives  of  this  paper,  and  about  which  we  would  appreciate 
your  opinion. 

You  might  have  read  where  three  American  cities  have  been  a- 
warded  'Certificates  of  Conformance"  by  the  Municipal  Finance 
Officers'  Association  for  their  (the  cities)  annual  financial  reports. 
We've  no  doubt  Pomona,  California;  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  Laredo, 
Texas  (the  three  cities  earning  the  awards  out  of  some  900)  are  proud 
of  the  honor. 

We're  rather  pleased  to  hear  about  this  because  for  some  time 
we've  been  wondering  what  you  might  think  about  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar idea:  A  certificate  called,  perhaps,  an  "Award  of  Merit"  for 
progress  (rather  than  "conformance")  made  during  any  one  year  by  the 
various  types  of  municipalities  in  Alberta. 

As  we  all  know.  Alberta  municipalities  are  making  tremendous 
progress  in  one  way  or  another.  Is  there  any  standard  by  which  that 
progress  can  be  measured?  And  if  so,  should  not  the  Alberta  town, 
village,  county,  municipal  or  improvement  district  attaining  that 
standard  be  given  recognition  for  doing  so? 

As  we  said,  you  may  not  be  fond  of  poetry.  And  this  proposal 
may  have  even  less  appeal.  But  speaking  of  the  latter  we  want  to 
know  ...  either  way.  Please  be  good  enough  to  drop  us  a  line  saying 
you  like  the  idea  or  you  don't  and  adding,  if  you  wish,  any  sugges- 
tions that  might  occur  to  you. 

|f  the  concensus  is  favorable,  we  might  just  do  something  about  it. 


At  present,  the  M.  D.  council  takes  two  and  sometimes  three  days 
a  month  to  cope  with  the  heavy  business  on  the  agenda.  The  school 
division  takes  one  and  two  days,  the  hospital  board  several  hours.  On 
top  of  this,  can  be  added  the  many  long  tedious  hours  which  each 
representative  voluntarily  gives  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  Under 
asingle  1 1 -man  council,  deliberations  will  stretch  on  for  long  periods. 
Either  that,  or  the  business  will  not  be  handled  efficiently. 

The  men  taking  their  place  in  public  office  today  often  complain 
about  the  excessive  hours  they  are  forced  to  spend  behind  the  deliber- 
atingdesk,  while  theirown  work  dallies  back  at  thefarm.  Double  or 
even  triple  this  time,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  progressive  farmers  will  be 
either  wil  I  ingor  able  to  take  their  rightful  places  in  municipal  govern- 
ment. 

Under  the  proposed  county  system,  the  1 1 -man  central  council  will 
be  delegating  authority  to  various  sub-committees,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  real  grass-roots  of  local  government  will  develop  here. 

We  will  be  watching  the  innerworkingof  the  coming  "experimental 
units"  with  close  attention:  with  tongue  in  cheek  lest  too  great  central- 
ization rob  municipalities  of  that  local  touch  which  is  so  important . 

-  Lacombe  Globe. 
March  9,  1950.  • 

TNC  CHANOINe  SCCNS 

According  to  the  most  recent  notifications,  the  officials  listed  be- 
low have  assumed  their  offices.  We  congratulate  them  and  wish  them 


every  success. 

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  OF  BEAVER  NO.  73 

Secretary-Treasurer   O.  Monsson 

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  OF  LAC  STE.  ANNE  NO.  93 
Secretory-Treasurer   J.  Bubley 

VILLAGE  OF  CROSSFIELD 

Mayor   R.G.  Shantz 

VILLAGE  OF  STROME 

Mayor   B.  McKinney 

TOWN  OF  MUNDARE 

Mayor   I.  Hawryluk 

TOWN  OF  RIMBEY 

Mayor   G.  O.  Fry 

VILLAGE  OF  GRASSY  LAKE 

Secretary-Treasurer   Rev.  P.  F.  Eckert 

THIS  MONTH 

COMMITTEES  for  RURAL  SAFETY 

By  Wm.  J.  Perkins,  Alberta  Safety  Council  3 

OILFIELDS  HAVE  SPECIAL  PROBLEMS 

By.  E.A.  Hughes,  Assessor,  M.D.  of  Leduc  4 
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SE¥EN    YEARS  60NS 

Legislation  will  be  introduced  at  the  provincial  government  sessions 
to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  experimental  units  in  which  the 
administration  of  a  rural  municipality,  school  division  and  hospital 
district  will  be  conducted  by  a  single  elected  governing  body. 

There  are  three  separate  and  distinct  administrative  boards  at  pre- 
sent handling  the  multiple  business  in  a  rural  area  and  it  is  a  moot 
point  whether  or  not  a  county  governing  system  involving  one  large 
central  board  can  do  as  well.  It  is  well  for  the  provincial  authorities 
to  "experiment"  before  proceeding  with  decisive  legislation,  although 
it  would  mean  a  substantial  saving  in  administration  costs. 

Here  in  Lacombe,  we  find  the  boundaries  of  the  municipality  ex- 
tending over  1,000  square  miles,  the  school  division  limits  are  only 
slightly  smaller,  and  the  hospital  areasof  Lacombe,  Bentleyand  Eck- 
ville  generally  overlap  the  other  two.  Under  the  county  system,  the 
boundaries  would  be  merged  into  one. 


CANADIAN  FARM  SCENE 

(From  the  Edmonton  Journal)  

COMPARISON  of  GRANTS  and  TAXES 

Prepared  by  T.  D.  Bruce,  Statistician,  D.M.A  '. . . . 

POPULATION  FIGURES  (Counties  and  M.  D. 's)  

Secretary's  Calendar  

Meet  the  Department  

The  Back  Fence   

Picture  History  

The  Alberta  Municipal  Counsellor 
Published  monthly  by  the  Department  of  Municipal  Aftairs,  Government  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  the  Municipal  Counsellor  is  intended  to  serve  those  persons  who  have  interested 
themselves  m  various  aspects  of  local  government.  Material  may  be  reprinted  without  res- 
triction but  a  credit  llneissppreciated.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  pubUcation,  and  persons 
desirous  of  receiving  it  should  send  the  request  to: 

The  AlberU  Municipal  Counsellor. 
Department  of  Municipal  Affairs. 
Edmonton.  AlberU. 
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COMMITTSSS  FOR  ftURAL  SAFeTY 

BY   W.J.    PERKINS,   FARM   SAFETY  DIRECTOR 


ALBERTA   SAFETY  COUNCIL 

There'sa  terrific  fatality  record  among  ourfarm  and  rural  residents. 
While  accurate  figures  of  the  number  of  accidental  deaths  are  not 
available  too  far  back  we  do  know  that  in  the  last  2  1/2  years  over 
225  farm  residents  have  been  killed  or  drowned  on  Alberta  farms.  Of 
this  number  over  100  or  nearly  50  percent  were  under  twenty  years  of 
age.  If  traffic  fatalities  were  figured  in  as  well  the  total  would  be 
over  400  for  the  2  1/2  year  period. 

In  our  farming  areas,  safety  has  always  been  the  responsibility  of 
the  individual  or  the  farm  family.  With  the  rapid  spread  of  industry 
into  certain  rural  areas  the  safety  activities  of  industry  have  made 
more  of  our  rural  population  aware  of  the  necessity  of  safety  in  their 
own  work  and  activities.  This  is  especially  true  where  our  agricult- 
ural industry  has  made  great  strides  in  the  last  few  years,  with  the 
development  of  the  large  commercial  farms  having  limited  lines  of 
production  and  a  high  degree  of  mechanization.  This  changing  pattern 
has  put  these  farms  in  the  same  class  as  the  smaller  industrial  units 
and  because  of  the  change  and  specialization  it  has  usually  given 
efficiency  and  safety  of  operation  a  better  chance  of  becoming  est- 
ablished. 

While  our  large  farms  are  of  growing  importance,  the  family  farm, 
with  its  many  different  lines  of  production,  is  still  a  significant  part 
of  the  economy.  It's  most  desirable  that  this  type  of  unit  remain,  but 
from  the  standpoint  of  safety  it  can  be  a  real  trouble  maker.  In  many 
cases  diversification  can  bring  more  pressures  on  the  farmer  than  the 
specialized  farm.  Accidents  can  often  be  blamed  directly  on  over- 
work and  fatigue.  Shortage  of  labor  on  the  diversified  farm  results  in 
a  work  day  that  is  continuously  too  long  and  unquestionably  this  adds 
more  chances  for  accidents  to  happen. 

The  shortage  of  labor  has  another  serious  side  as  well.  It  favors 
the  idea  that  young  inexperienced  farm  boys  and  girls  can  help  fill 
the  gap  in  the  busy  seasons  and  it  puts  them  right  in  the  midst  of  plenty 
of  hazards  that  are  dangerous  even  for  adults. 

Farm  conditions  today  create  a  complex  problem  that  will  not  be 
easily  solved.  Farm  safety  is  tied  in  directly  in  many  cases  with  the 
prevailing  conditions  of  agriculture  and  so  may  never  be  classed  as 
fully  solved.  However  there  are  many  things  that  can  be  done  that 
will  help  and  anything  that  will  cut  down  on  the  number  of  fatalities 
should  be  considered. 

MUNICIPALITIES  CAN  HELP 

One  body  that  could  help  with  the  farm  and  rural  safety  is  the  mun- 
icipality. Being  a  local  government  they  deal  directly  with  rural  res- 
idents and  so  their  work  programs  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  people 
living  within  the  municipal  boundaries. 

Probably  the  first  step  in  developing  a  safety  program  that  would 
go  hand  in  hand  with  the  work  program  being  implemented  at  present 
is  the  formation  of  a  safety  committee  within  the  municipal  council 
itself.  It  is  essential  that  such  a  committee  have  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  district  road  conditions,  be  in  fairly  close  touch  with  the 
residentsof  the  municipality  and  have  an  understanding  of  their  agri- 
cultural problems.  Another  essential  is  a  special  interest  in  safety  so 
that  when  decisions  are  made,  economy  would  not  always  be  the  de- 
ciding factor.  Economy  plus  safety  should  be  the  yardstick. 

When  the  setting  up  of  a  safety  committee  or  department  within  the 
council,  programs  that  would  fit  into  the  business  of  the  municipality 
would  be  the  next  step.  Since  road  building  is  one  of  the  big  jobs  in 
any  municipality,  constructing  a  road  with  the  maximum  of  safety 
within  a  reasonable  cost  range  may  be  the  objective  of  those  respon- 
sible for  road  construction.  Howfar  any  municipality  goes  would  de- 
pend on  money  available  but  the  safety  factor  should  never  be  neg- 
lected. One  only  has  to  remember  the  number  of  tractors  and  cars  that 
runoff  our  roads  (with  their  resulting  injuries  and  fatalities)  to  realize 
the  wisdom  of  the  objective.  In  many  cases  roads  with  longer,  gentler 
slopes  may  have  made  the  difference  between  a  runoff  and  a  bad  scare 
as  against  a  violent  tip  and  death  for  the  driver. 

Back  sloping  combined  with  gentle  grades  has  other  worthwhile 


features  too.  It  encourages  the  seeding  down  of  roadsides,  which  pro- 
vides extra  hay,  helps  prevent  erosion  of  road  grades  and  gives  a  good 
measure  of  weed  control.  Encouraging  the  farmer  to  cut  hay  on  the 
backslope  gives  a  clean  sweep  to  winter  winds  and  makes  road  block- 
ing by  drifting  snow  less  likely. 

Another  program  that  deals  with  safety  and  has  been  carried  out  by 
some  municipalities  and  considered  by  others  is  the  removal  of  brush 
from  roadways  and  especially  at  road  intersections.  Blind  corners  in 
the  brush  areas  of  a  municipality  are  real  hazards  that  endanger  the 
lives  of  every  driver  whether  they  are  local  residents  or  out  of  the 
district  travellers.  No  doubt  every  community  that  has  such  conditions 
can  relate  storiesof  accidents  resulting  from  them .  Spraying  brush  and 
trees  with  recommended  spray  mixtures  and  power  machines  has  been 
employed  with  success  in  some  areas  and  should  be  worthy  of  consider- 
ation where  hazardous  blind  corners  exist.  (More  on  Page  7) 


ALBERTA  SAFETY  COUNCIL 

(A  non-profit,  non-political  organization  devoted  exclusively 
to  public  education  in.the  field  of  accident  prevention.  Head 
office  is  at  10526  Jasper  Avenue,  Edmonton.  The  Calgary  office 
address  is  134  -  8th  Avenue  East,  Calgary.  Branches  manned  en- 
tirely by  volunteers  are  located  in  Medicine  Hat,  Red  Deer, 
Drumheller  and  Camrose). 

TRAFFIC  SAFETY  -  A  constant  stream  of  public  education  mat- 
erial is  released  to  newspapers,  radio  and  television  stations  . 
Two  major  traffic  safety  campaigns  are  conducted  each  year  and 
these  are  supplemented  by  smaller  efforts  at  other  times, 

FARM  SAFETY  -  One  full  time  employee  is  devoted  to  promoting 
farm  safety  with  farm  and  farm  youth  organizations.  Tractor  op- 
erator's efficiency  contests  are  assisted  and  during  the  summer  a 
series  of  demonstrations  on  the  safe  operation  of  tractors  are 
conducted  at  fairs  and  exhibitions  throughout  the  Province  . 
Farm  Safety  Week,  proclaimed  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
is  conducted  during  the  last  full  week  in  July. 

WATER  SAFETY-  In  1953  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Safety 
Council  pooled  resources  to  bring  water  safety  demonstrations  to 
the  principal  water  resorts  of  the  Province.  This  activity  has 
been  intensified  each  year  and  now  includes  learn-to-swim  in- 
struction in  selected  districts. 

PUBLICATIONS  -  One  magazine  col  led  "The  Safety  Counsel  lor" 
is  published  each  month.  It  is  devoted  to  all  phases  of  safety 
and  in  addition  to  localize  news,  it  features  articles  by  fore  - 
most  authorities  in  Canada  and  the  U,  S.  A. 

From  time  to  time  pamphlets  and  posters  are  produced  for  dis- 
tribution by  local  committees, 

FILM  LIBRARY  -  A  library  of  almost  fifty  films  ranging  from  10 
minutes  to  half  an  hour  duration  is  maintained  at  the  Department 
of  Extension,  University  of  Alberta.  Thesubject  matter  is  varied 
and  includes  traffic  safety  for  the  driver,  pedestrian  or  bicyclist. 
There  are  films  on  fire  prevention,  babysitting  and  famri  tractor 
operation.  These  films  are  for  free  loan  and  application  should 
be  made  directly  to  the  University. 

SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS  -  Pedal  Pusher  Clubs  -  Organization 
kits  and  materials  to  carry  on  bicycle  safety  clubs  for  element- 
ary school  age  are  provided  freely  to  Home  and  School  Assoc- 
iations, Community  Leagues,  Boy  Scouts,  etc. 

BABY  SITTER'S  COURSE  -  Materkils  are  free  to  ladies  organ- 
izations who  wish  to  conduct  practical  classes  for  baby  sitters. 

OPERATION  TRACTOR  -  A  booklet  has  been  produced  which 
shows  how  to  conduct  tractor  driving  safety  and  efficiency  com- 
petitions. This  booklet  is  free  to  any  organization  wishing  to 
sponsor  such  competitions. 
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OILFISIOS  HAVe  SPECIAL  PMBLtMS 

BY    E.A.    HUGHES,  ASSESSOR, 


MUNICIPAL   DISTRICT   OF  LEDUC 


(It  may  well  be  that  other  municipal  districts  have  envied 
Leduc  for  the  wealth  of  oil  and  gas  resources  located  within  its 
general  area.  The  following  article,  adapted  from  a  study  pre- 
pared last  April  for  the  Reeve  and  Council  of  the  M.  D.  of  Leduc 
No.  75,  deals  with  an  attendant  problem  which  may  suggest 
there  are  two  sides  to  every  picture). 

DESCRIPTION 

Area  -  The  Municipal  Districtof  Leduc,  east  to  west,  is  approximately 
^3  miles  and  north  and  south  an  average  of  19  miles  in  width.  In 
effect  it  forms  a  corridor  from  one  oilfield  to  another. 


Miles  of  Roads 

Provincial  -  Main- 
Provincial  -  Secondary- 
Municipal  District- 
Hamlet  roads  and  lanes- 


Bituminous  Gravel   Improved  Earth  Other 


17 
10 


41 
754 
8 


832 
4 


572 


Totals 


27 


803 


836 


Total  Road  Mileage  

Miles  of  road  affected  by  heavy  oil  traffic 


572 

2,238 
541 


Oil  Wells  and  Oil  Production     Province  of     M.  D.  of    Percent  in 
(December  31,  1956)  Alberta  Leduc  Leduc 


6,743 


1,480 


Wells  actually  operated  - 
Crude  oil  produced  in 

December  1956  (bbls.)-  29,941,438  2,689,855 
Crude  oil  produced  in 

year  1956  (bbls.)  -         143,909,641  13,457,839 

Oilfields  Within  M.  D.  of  Leduc  No.  75 


21.94 
19.89 
20.80 


Leduc 

Wizard  Lake 
Joseph  Lake 
Glen  Park 

Oilfields  Now  Being  Developed  in  the  M.  D.  of  Leduc 

Buck  Creek 
Breton 
Berrymoor 
Keystone 

Leduc  was  the  discovery  field  and  oil  and  construction  companies 
established  offices  and  yards  in  this  field  or  close  by,  for  example, 
Devon,  Leduc,  Calmar  et  cetera,  so  that  when  other  fields  were  dis- 
covered outside  the  municipal  boundaries,  but  close  by,  these  new 
fields  were  and  still  are  operated  in  whole  or  in  part  from  these  offices 
within  the  Municipal  District.  This  includes  such  fields  as:  Woodbend, 
Westerose,  Acheson,  Buck  Lake,  Golden  Spike,  Buck  Creek  (south 
part)  and  Bonny  Glen. 

These  fields  give  rise  to  a  large  amountof  traffic  in  andout  of  this 
Municipal  District  both  for  initial  development  and  especially  for  day 
to  day  operations. 

OIL  and  GAS  PIPELINES 

As  previously  stated,  there  are  in  this  Municipal  District  1,480 
wells  -  as  well  as  239  batteried.  It  is  estimated  that  the  equipment 
in  an  average  battery  will  weigh  approximately  100  tons,  with  on 
average  haul  of  25  miles.  All  these  wells  and  batteries  are  linked  up 
to  an  oil  pipe  line  and  in  many  cases  to  a  gas  pipe  line  with  their 
attendant  feeder  lines  and  gathering  systems,  so  that  we  have  a  great 
concentration  of  pipelines  within  the  Municipal  District. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  at  present  in  this  Municipal  District: 

Main  lines  for  oil  and  gas  (8"  to  16"  pipe)   160  miles 


Feeder  lines  for  oil  and  gas  (battery  to  main)   350  miles 

Flow  lines  for  oil  only  (wells  to  battery)   450  miles 

Most  of  the  main  lines  run  east  and  west  or  southwest  and  north- 
east, so  that  they  cross  roads  quite  frequently.  This  also  applies  to 
flow  and  feeder  lines  to  a  large  extent. 

The  building  of  these  pipe  lines  gives  rise  to  a  lot  of  heavy  traffic, 
hauling  heavy  ditchers,  tractors  with  dozers,  tractors  with  side  booms 
et  cetera,  as  well  as  the  pipe  itself  -  from  19  to  as  much  as  210  tons 
per  mile  for  pipe  alone. 

A  large  looping  program  is  in  progress  now  by  the  Pembina  Pipe 
Line  Company.  Imperial  Pipe  Line  Company  is  also  planning  to  by- 
pass Nisku  this  year  with  a  line  direct  from  Devon  to  Edmonton  -  more 
pipe  line  work! 

All  these  well,  battery  and  pipe  line  installations  need  daily  at- 
tention for  operation  and  frequent  maintenance  and  repair,  even  though 
they  have  been  on  productions  for  several  years.  In  fact,  as  they  get 
older  they  need  more  attention. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  evaluate  the  road  use  arising  from 
these  daily  chores  within  an  oilfield,  with  a  conservative  estimate 
showing  that  476  cars  or  trucks  travel  at  least  613,844  vehicle  miles 
per  month  over  the  District  in  servicingoil  wells,  batteries  and  pipe- 
lines. All  these  vehicles  need  fuel  of  course,  possibly  150  tons  per 
month. 

SALT  WATER  and  GRAVEL 

Whileoil  is  the  aim  and  objectof  an  oilfield,  other  fluids  are  also 
produced  and  have  to  be  disposedof.  Chief  of  these  is  salt  water  and 
wells  within  the  District  produce  a  total  of  137, 472  barrels  per  month, 
of  which  97, 000  barrels  are  trucked  to  one  of  several  disposal  points. 
The  average  haul  is  estimated  at  approximately  10  miles.  This  salt 
water  traffic  is  estimated  to  amount  of  174,800  ton  miles  per  month  . 

Gravel  -  An  estimated  53,360  ton  miles  per  month  of  gravel  were 
hauled  by  or  for  the  various  oil  companies  for  various  purposes;  for 
example,  private  lease  roads  and  foundations  for  equipment  and  build- 
ings et  cetera. 

Most  of  this  day  to  day  traffic  is  a  "must"  regardless  of  the  road 
conditions.  Production  goes  on  day  and  night  and  oil  storage  capacity 
is  limited  and  wells  deteriorate  if  not  attended.  While  most  of  these 
vehicles  involved  are  light,  they  do  add  to  the  road  maintenance 
problem  and  costs  on  gravel  road  maintenance  is  heavy. 

The  DEVELOPMENT  PERIOD 

During  the  development  period,  roads  are  called  on  to  carry  a 
heavy  traffic  load,  asone  average  drilling  rigwhile  drilling  one  well 
gives  rise  to  the  following  road  load  in  approximately  14  days: 

Rig  complete   325  tons 

Engine  fuel  (500  gals,  per  day). .  .     28  tons 

Water  (400  barrels  per  day)   980  tons 

Mud  and  chemicals   7  tons 

Casing,  tubing  etc   70  tons 

Cement  (surface  and  production).  .  51  tons 
Bits,  repairs,  lubricating  oil  etc.  .      3  tons 

Total  (loads  only)  1,464  tons  per  well. 

Vehicles  that  visit  a  drilling  rig  while  drilling  include: 

Cementing  crew  with  cement  hopper  truck-  heavy  trucks 

Pump  -  heavy  trucks 

Sand  fracture  with  oil  and  sand  -  heavy  trucks 

Perforating  truck  -  heavy  trucks 

Two  supervisors  -  car  or  half  ton  truck 

Well  logging  winch  truck  -  heavy  trucks 

Welders  and  mechanics  -  half  to  1 -ton  trucks 
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Crew  -  three  changes  daily  -  carsor  half  ton  trucks 

Supervisors,  tool  push  and  superintendents  -  carsor  half  ton  trucks 
Service  and  supply  salesmen  -  carsor  half  ton  trucks 

And,  of  course,  the  general  public 

This  picture  is  repeated  twice  per  month  as  far  as  the  rig  is  con- 
cerned, and  perhaps  the  above  as  a  whole  three  times  every  two  months. 
During  the  development  period  in  the  Leduc  field,  there  were  as  many 
as  56  drilling  rigs  at  work  atone  time,  which  constitutes  a  heavy 
traffic  load  by  any  standard  of  measurement. 

Mention  should  be  made  here  of  the  Devon  road.  Whilst  this  road 
doesnot  bear  the  load  that  it  did  whilstthe  Leduc  field  was  develop- 
ing, it  still  is  the  mainoutlet  forthe  townof  Devon  which  has  no  rail 
link  and  is  strictly  an  oil  town.  The  thousands  of  tons  of  equipment 
that  are  in  the  Devon  gas  plant  were  hauled  over  this  road  from  rail- 
head at  Nisku.  One  piece  alone  weighed  85  tons.  Once  this  plant 
was  in  operation  two-3, 000  gallon  tank  trucks  hauled  all  the  propane 
produced  at  this  point  on  a  "round  the  clock"  basis  from  Devon  to 
Nisku  over  this  road.  A  products  pipe  line  is  now  doing  this  job,  but 
a  lot  of  pipe  line  work  is  still  funneled  onto  this  road  which  is  the 
first  road  giving  access  to  the  Leduc  oilfield  south  of  Edmonton,  the 
chief  supply  center. 

LAKE  TRAFFIC 

In  addition  to  traffic  arising  from  the  oil  industry  there  is  a  con- 
siderable volume  of  traffic  to  and  from  the  various  lakes  in  the  Dis- 
trict, especially  to  Pigeon  Lake. 

Most  of  this  traffic  originates  in  Edmonton.  With  the  advent  of  the 
five  day  week  and  full  employment  at  good  pay,  people  have  money 
and  time  to  spend  at  lake  resorts  which  are  becoming  more  popular 
every  year.  The  demand  for  lots  is  keen  and  many  new  subdivisions 
are  in  the  planning  stage.  At  present  there  are  approximately  150 
cottages  in  use  and  160  lots  available  for  sale.  It  isestimated  that  as 
many  as  1,000  cars  use  the  roads  to  Pigeon  Lake  on  weekends  during 
the  height  of  the  season  with  lesser  numbers  each  weekend  throughout 
the  coldermonths.  Commercial  fishing  is  also  a  factor  as  Pigeon  Lake 
ranks  third  in  Alberta  in  this  respect. 

MIXED  BLESSING 

From  this  picture  of  the  extraordinary  weight  and  volume  of  road- 
use  arising  from  the  oil  industry,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  it  is  beyond 
the  ability  of  a  municipality  to  finance  all  the  extra  costs  involved 
by  way  of  ordinary  property  tax  and  the  grants  made  under  the  present 
formula  used  for  allocating  these  grants.  It  is  obvious  that  for  a  long 
range  solution  of  this  situation,  the  formula  should  be  weighted  in 
someway  so  as  to  give  more  grants  to  those  areas  that  hove  this  extra- 
ordinary traffic  in  greater  or  lesser  degree. 

Alberta  is  justly  proud  of  her  oilfields,  for  they  mean  greater 
prosperity  for  all.  Nevertheless,  for  the  municipal  district  in  which 
development  takes  place,  oilfields  are  a  mixed  blessing. 

They  bring  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  volume  and  the  weight  of 
traffic.  And  traffic  of  this  nature,  you  must  agree,  is  hard  on  roads.* 

_  SECRETARY'S 


CALENDAR 


Enumerators  list  shall  be  prepared  and  delivered  to  secretary-trea- 
surer priorto  Nov.  10.  Section  112  (4)  of  The  Town  and  Village  Act, 
R.S.A.,  1955. 

Voters  list  to  be  prepared  by  secretary-treasurer  prior  to  Nov.  15, 
Section  1 13  of  The  Town  and  Village  Act. 

Voters  list  to  be  posted.  Section  llSof  The  Town  and  Village  Act. 

Voters  lists  -  certified  correct  by  Nov.  15.  Section  115  of  The 
Town  and  Village  Act. 

Post  notice  of  completion  of  voters  list  by  November  16,  Section 
1 16  of  The  Town  and  Village  Act, 

Voters  lists  (application  for  addition  of  names)  prior  to  December 
1st.  Section  1 17  of  The  Town  and  Village  Act. 

Prepare  monthly  cash  statement.  Section  67  (N)  of  The  Town  and 
Village  Act, 

Read  THE  COUNSELLOR  and  Pass  It  ON 


CANADIAN    FARM  SCSNS 

By 

Neville  Nonkivell 
Canadian  Press  Staff  Writer 
(Reprinted  from  the  Edmonton  Journal) 

WINNIPEG-  The  era  of  the  small  family  form  is  dying  out  on  the 
Canadian  Prairies,  and  farming  as  a  way  of  life  is  being  replqced  by 
farming  simply  for  a  profit,  with  a  trend  in  western  Canada  toward 
large,  highly-mechanized  farms,  run  along  the  lines  of  a  commercial 
business  -  an  investment. 

Dean  J.R.  Weir  of  the  University  of  Manitoba,   faculty  of  agri- 
culture, when  interviewed,  put  it  like  this: 

"The  farmer  in  western  Canada  is  caught  in  a  squeeze  between 
higher  costs  of  production  and  reduced  prices  and  the  small  farmer  is 
being  forced  to  give  up.  " 

He  said  "agriculture  has  changed  its  complexion  from  away  of  life 
to  a  science  and  a  way  of  business.  " 

Grain  company  economists  in  Winnipeg  were  blunt  about  the  trend. 
"The  poor  are  getting  poorer  and  rich  are  getting  richer,  "  one  of  them 
said. 

"The  large,  efficient  and  prosperous  farner  is  doing  OK.  It's  a 
cold-blooded  proposition,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  smal  ler  farmer 
is  getting  squeezed  out.  He  hasn't  been  able  to  sell  in  relation  to  the 
volume  producer.  " 

Still  Backbone 

A  federal  government  economist  said  the  agriculture  industry  still 
is  the  backbone  of  Canada's  economy,  but  it  has  long  been  thought 
that  the  family  farm  is  the  mainstay  of  the  industry. 

However,  the  average  family  form  unit,  because  of  its  inefficiency 
in  operation,  is  being  replaced  by  much  larger  units,  and  it  will  no 
longer  be  the  basic  social  and  economic  unit  of  agriculture. 

"At  one  time  the  quarter-section  farmer  was  termed  a  small  unit 
and  a  half-section  was  thought  of  as  the  ideal,  "  a  grain  company  ec- 
onomist said.  "Now  we  are  told  that  the  best  size  of  a  farm  unit  for 
one  man  in  wheat  growing  is  about  640  acres.  Soon  it  will  be  1,000 
acres.  " 

The  number  of  Prairie  farmers  has  been  steadily  declining,  but  size 
of  farms  has  been  increasing. 

The  Interprovincial  Farm  Union  council  recently  noted  adecline  of 
more  than  47,000  farm  units  in  Canada  between  the  1951  and  1956 
census  years.  In  Manitoba  from  1946  to  1956  the  number  of  farms 
dropped9.6  per  cent  from  54, 448  to  49,201,  while  the  average  farm 
size  increased  by  16  per  cent  from  306  to  365  acres. 

Saskatchewan  Decline 

Saskatchewan  showed  on  18  per  cent  drop  in  number  of  forms  from 
125, 61 2  to  103,391  with  farm  acreages  ranging  from  473  to  607  acres. 
In  Alberta  units  decreased  11.3  per  cent  while  the  average  size  was 
up  25  per  cent. 

Groin  company  officials  and  agricultural  economists  here  say  that 
while  prices  the  farmer  receives  for  his  products  appear  to  be  stabilized, 
the  farmer's  production  costs  have  soared.  The  cost  of  goods  and  ser- 
vices are  mounting  steadily,  making  it  harder  for  him  to  hold  down 
production  costs. 

During  the  lost  18  months  alone  farmers  have  faced  a  16  per  cent 
increase  in  production  costs  while  the  price  of  wheat  has  declined 
23  cents  a  bushel . 

The  sharp  increase  in  mechanization  and  a  shortage  of  form  labor 
also  poses  difficulties  forthe  small  farmer.  One  man  said  smaller 
farmers  do  not  produce  or  sell  enough  to  make  it  feasible  to  buy  ex- 
pensive combines  and  other  form  machinery  in  common  use  on  the 
larger  farms.  Custom  work  costs  run  to  about  $3.50  on  acre  for  com- 
bine and  $1  for  swathing. 

Groin  company  economists  said  that  although  prices  in  nearly  all 
industries  ore  well  up,  farm  prices  on  the  Prairies  haven't  increased 
too  much. 
Small  Increase 

Since  the  Second  World  War  to  the  start  of  this  summer  the  Dom- 
(More  on  Page  8) 
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MEET  THE  DET>ARTMENT 


j.s.  McDowell 


Wm.  GIESBRECHT 


THE  ALBERTA  MUNICIPAL  COUNSELLOR 

gested  that  a  safety  committee  or  any  of  its  members  should  enforce 
the  law  but  it  would  be  their  duty  to  encourage  form  residents  to  comply 
with  it.  Some  of  the  municipalities  that  have  experienced  fatalities 
where  youngsters  have  been  driving  tractors  on  rural  roads  feel  that 
the  only  way  to  curb  them  is  strengthen  the  Highway  Traffic  Act  so  that 
no  one  under  16  can  drive  a  tractor  on  any  municipal  road.  When 
you  consider  that  7  youngsters  sixteen  and  under  have  been  killed  on 
rural  roads  this  past  summer,  any  organization  that  asks  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  present  law  and  even  strengthening  it,  has  good 
reason  for  seeing  it  done. 

At  the  Alberta  Association  of  Municipalities  last  year  Section  16 
of  the  Vehicles  and  Highway  Traffic  Act  was  discussed  at  some  length 
after  a  resolution  was  brought  forward  suggesting  an  amendment  of  the 
act.  The  resolution  read  "Whereas  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
are  now  prohibited  from  driving  tractors  only  on  main  end  secondary 
highways;  Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  convention  request  the 
Provincial  Government  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Vehicles  and 
Highway  Traffic  Act  so  as  to  prohibit  any  person  under  the  age  of  l6 
years  from  driving  a  tractor  on  any  rood.  " 


It  goes  without  saying  that  the  administration  of  Alberta's  vast 
Improvement  Districts  and  the  Special  Areas  involve  a  great  volume 
of  work,  including  the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes,  correspond- 
ence, checking  records  and  general  supervision.  This  is  carried  on  in 
the  General  Office  of  the  Department  and  for  greater  ease  and  effi- 
ciency has  been  divided  between  two  sections  or  groups. 

This  month  we  introduce  the  two  Groups  Supervisors  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  work  in  their  respective  zones. 

Group  Supervisor  for  Group  1  covering  Improvement  Districts  of  the 
southern  part  of  Alberta  and  the  Special  Areas  is  John  Shepard  Mc- 
Dowell. Mr.  McDowell,  a  native  Edmontonian,  was  born  November 
27th,  1919.  Educated  in  Eastwood  Public  and  High  Schools  and  with 
added  educational  and  trade  schooling  in  the  army,  he  worked  at 
carpentry  and  merchandizing  before  joining  Government  Service  in 
May  of  1940.  That  was  with  the  Provincial  Income  Tax  Office. 

From  1941  to  December,  1945,  Mr.  McDowell  served  with  the 
Canadian  Army,  going  overseas  and  joining  the  2nd  Corps,  Royal 
Canadian  Electrical,  Mechanical  Engineers  there.  After  D-Day  he 
served  on  the  Continent  and  upon  his  discharge  returned  to  Govern- 
ment service,  this  time  with  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  with  the  Tax  Recovery  Branch  from  1946  to 
1950.  This  was  followed  with  four  years  in  the  Field  Service  Branch 
during  which  he  acted  as  Inspector  and  Assessor  at  Peace  River,  West- 
lock  and  Drumheller.  In  January,  1955,  he  assumed  his  present  pos- 
ition as  Group  Supervisor. 

Mr.  McDowell's  wife  is  the  former  Jean  Hemphill  who  worked  in 
the  Tax  Recovery  Branch  with  him.  They  have  two  boys  (David  John, 
5,  and  Kenneth  Allen,  9months)  anda  girl  (Margaret  Elaine)  of  three. 

Supervisor  of  Group  11,  covering  Improvement  Districts  numbered 
58  to  149  in  Northern  Alberta,  is  William  Giesbrecht.  Bill  was  born 
at  Morden,  Manitoba,  on  May  2,  1920,  and  moved  to  Alberta  in  1943, 

Taking  his  public  and  high  school  at  Gretna  in  his  native  province, 
he  later  attended  the  Edmonton  Technical  School. 

During  the  war,  Mr.  Giesbrecht  worked  as  a  control  clerk  at  the 
American  Airforce  Base  in  this  city  and  for  fourteen  months  was  with 
the  P.  P.  C.L.I,  at  Fort  Garry,  Manitoba,  as  an  instructor  in  small 
arms.  In  March,  1946,  he  entered  Government  service  and  three 
years  later  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs. 
Working  first  in  Special  Areas  and  Tax  Recovery,  he  has  held  his  pre- 
sent position  since  July,  1954. 

Bill  is  married.  His  three  daughters  are  Wendy,  10,  Judy  who  is 
5  and  Marnie,  one  year  younger.  His  "outside"  interests  are  golf, 
curling  and  chess.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. • 

COMMITTEES  for  RURAL  SAFETY 
(From  Page  3) 
TRACTORS  and  YOUNG  OPERATORS 

In  the  last  2  1/2  years  18  tractor  drivers  have  been  killed  while 
driving  on  country  roads.  Of  the  eighteen  mentioned  six  of  them  were 
under  l5  and  one  was  just  over  l6.  Under  the  Highway  Traffic  Act 
section  l6  it  is  unlawful  for  anyone  under  sixteen  to  operate  a  tractor 
on  a  main  or  secondary  highway  in  Alberta,    It  certainly  is  not  sug- 


This  resolution  had  been  passed  at  a  local  and  regional  convention. 
It  was  defeated  at  the  provincial  convention  but  it  is  interesting  to 
review  some  of  the  thinking  of  those  against  such  a  resolution.  One 
delegate  remarked,  "You  are  requesting  this  age  limit  to  be  brought 
down  to  not  less  than  sixteen.  We  hove  a  very  serious  shortage  of 
help  on  the  form  today.  A  child  is  just  as  capable  of  driving  a  farm 
tractor  as  some  men.  If  you  are  going  to  stop  them  driving  a  farm 
tractor  I  think  you  will  work  a  grer-t  hardship  on  yourselves.  " 

Another  delegate  had  this  to  say:  "I  have  a  couple  of  boys  and  I 
have  known  boys  of  16  that  take  a  lot  better  core  and  drive  a  tractor 
more  carefully  than  so-called  good  tractor  men.  If  we  are  going  to 
cut  these  boys  off,  by  the  time  they  get  past  that  age,  they  are  in  high 
school  and  a  farmer  never  sees  his  son  again. 

SAFETY  -  A  WAY  OF  LIFE 

In  defending  the  resolution  one  delegate  argued  along  these  lines: 
"In  one  municipality  there  have  been  two  deaths  (both  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age)  in  the  last  six  weeks  or  thereabouts,  and  that  is 
why  this  resolution  was  brought  up.  No  matter  how  good  the  children 
are  there  is  no  age  limit.  If  you  are  out  for  cheap  labor  send  these 
children  out  with  tractors  on  the  highway.  But  if  you  think  anything 
of  them  keep  them  off  the  highways  with  tractors,  " 

Whether  such  a  resolution  will  be  passed  and  brought  before  the 
Provincial  Government  will  depend  on  just  how  concerned  farm  parents 
are  for  their  children's  safety.  If  no  greater  action  is  taken  by  parents 
than  at  the  present  time,  we  can  be  sure  that  the  present  alarming 
record  of  accidents  and  fatalities  will  not  improve. 

The  municipality  has  a  very  important  part  to  ploy  in  the  safety 
field  because  of  its  closeness  to  the  people.  Its  whole  existence  is 
for  the  improvement  of  services  for  the  residents,  which  obviously 
takes  into  consideration  their  total  welfare  and  safety.  By  forming 
a  Safety  Committee  the  municipal  council  would  be  taking  a  long 
step  toward  improving  the  welfare  of  the  local  residents. 

Safety  and  prevention  of  accidents  is  a  matter  of  major  importance 
to  all.  It  ties  closely  with  the  everyday  living  of  rural  people. 
Nothing  directed  to  this  end  should  be  overlooked.  # 


THE  BACK  FENCE 


Thank  you  very  much  for  the  monthly  editions- of  your  paper.  No 
doubt  you  will  be  running  out  of  material  under  the  heading  "Meet 
the  Department",  Would  suggest  you  consider  a  cap+ion  "Meet  the 
Secretaries".  Say,  start  with  County  Secretaries,  then  Municipal 
Secretariesor  the  "Reeve  and  Secretary"  of  each  Municipal  District. 


Does  it  ring  a  bell? 


Chas.  Wilbraham, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 

M.  D,  of  Wainwright,  No, 61 


Answer:  We  hope  Mr,  Wilbraham  won't  object  to  the  publication 
of  his  letter,  but  the  fact  is,  his  suggestion  rings  the  bell  so  roundly 
we  want  everyone  to  hear.  (More  on  Page  8) 


THE  ALBERTA  MUNICIPAL  COUNSELLOR 


PICTURE 


POPULATION  FIGURES 

Counties  1951  1956 


EARLY  DAYS  AT  THE  FORT  -  Residents  of  Fort  Saskatchewan  posed 
for  this  Ernest  Brown  Photo  in  1898.  The  settlement  become  a  village 
next  March  1  and  a  town  on  July  1,  1904.  Sixty  years  bring  many 
changes  .  , .  not  the  least  of  which  is  in  fashions  for  bicycle  riding  . 

CANADIAN  FARM  SCENE 
(From  Page  5) 

inion  Bureau  of  Statistics  index  of  farm  prices  for  agricultural  products 
showed  only  a  10  per  cent  increase  in  Manitoba  and  Alberta  and  it 
remained  fairly  steady  for  Saskatchewan. 

Yet  index  numbers  for  prices  of  farm  machinery  have  skyrocketed 
during  the  same  period  -  up  116  per  cent.  Equipment  materials  have 
increased  by  224  per  cent,  taxes  and  interest  rates  by  84  per  cent, 
farm  wage  rates  by  420  per  cent,  farm  living  costs  by  116  per  cent  . 

Net  income  offarmers  from  farming  since  1952  has  dropped  15  per 
cent  in  Manitoba,  32  percent  in  Saskatchewan,  25  per  cent  in  Alberta 
and  17  per  cent  for  all  of  Canada.  Farm  cash  income  for  1956,  with 
1952  in  brackets,  as  tabulated  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
was:  Manitoba,  $209, 000, 000 ($249, 000, 000); Saskatchewan,  $597,- 
000,000  ($710,000,000);  Alberta,  $432,000,000  ($505,000,000); 
Canada,  $2,662,000,000  ($2,849,000,000). 

In  western  Canada  farm  machinery  costs  have  soared  85  per  cent 
since  the  Second  World  War,  building  materials  220  per  cent,  gas- 
oil  -  grease  48  per  cent,  feed  171  per  cent,  fertilizer  67  per  cent, 
binder  twine  137  per  cent,  seed  138  per  cent  and  hardware  135  per 
cent. 

Farm  income  has  dropped  despite  the  fact  that  producer  marketings 
of  western  Canadian  grains  have  been  up  to  and  above  the  long-term 
average. 

Crops  Above  Average 

The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  estimates  producer  marketings  at  570,- 
000, 000  bushels  for  the  1956-57  crop  year,  with  wheat  marketings  at 
360,000,000.  The  long-term  wheat  marketing  average  isabout  365,- 
000,000  bushels. 

Dean  Weir  said  the  Prairie  form  economy  has  felt  the  full  impact 
of  the  technological  explosion,  under  which  farm  prices  have  sagged, 
and  as  a  result  the  necessity  for  efficient  farming,  in  order  to  cut 
production  costs,  has  become  vital. 

The  size  of  an  investment  in  a  farm  now  makes  it  essential  that 
farmers  become  more  efficient,  he  said.  Credit  for  farmers  will  be 
more  readily  available  if  the  inefficient  ones  drop  out. 

Dean  Weir  said  research  into  farm  economics  is  badly  needed. 
"There  has  been  a  lag  in  research  in  farm  economics  and  technique  of 
farm  management  andmarketing,  "  he  said,  and  general  scientific  re- 
search related  to  farming  has  far  outpaced  that  which  should  be  lead- 
ing toward  an  increase  in  farm  efficiency. 

He  said  many  small  farmers  do  other  part-time  work  to  supplement, 
their  incomes.  Few  new  farmers  replace  those  who  quit  the  land.  • 


*1  Grande  Prairie 
#2  Vul  can 
^3  Ponoka 
^4  Newell 
^5  Warner 
*6  Stettler 
#7  Thorhild 
Total 


Municipal  Districts 

#2  Forty  Mile 

^6  Cordston 

^9  Pincher  Creek 

Taber 
*25  Lethbridge 
#26  Willow  Creek 
#31  Foothills 
#34  Acadia 
#40  Wheatland 
#44  Rocky  V  lew 
#47  Starland 
#48  Kneehill 
#49  Mountain  View 
#52  Provost 
#53  Paintearth 
#55  Red  Deer 
#61  Wainwright 
#62  Flagstaff 
#62  Com  rose 
#64  Lacombe 
#71  Ve  rmilion  River 
#72  M  inburn 
#73  Beaver 
#74  Wetaskiwin 
#75  Leduc 
#81  Eagle 
#82  Lamont 
#83  Strathcona 
#84  Stony  ^loin 
#86  St.  Pol  I 
#87  Bonnyville 
#89  Smoky  Lake 
#90  Sturgeon  River 
#92  Westlock 
#93  Lac  Ste.  Anne 
#103  Athabasca 
#106  Barrhead 
#130  Smoky  Ri  ver 
#133  Spirit  River 
#135  Peace 
#136  Fairview 
Totals 


10,165 
4,530 

10,038 
6,786 
5,048 
6,063 
6,012 

48,642 


3,906 
6,325 
3,064 
6,193 

14,073 
5,182 
8,341 
705 
5,696 

15,008 
2,901 
7,150 
8,193 
3,767 
3,586 

12, 237 
4,487 
6,958 

10,523 
9,430 
9,383 
6,621 
7,930 
9,239 

11,820 
8,057 
8,659 
6,982 
8, 861 
8,552 
5,483 
6,293 

10,737 
8,815 
7,205, 
8,039 
6, 522 
4,435 
1,496 
1,741 
2,031 
286,646 


8,899 
5,087 
8,611 
5,943 
5,157 
6,061 
5,596 
45,345 


4,224 
5,398 
3,109 
6,730 

11,624 
6,344 
7,902 
914 
5,582 

12,788 
2,831 
7,055 
9,273 
3,621 
3,515 

12,830 
4,481 
6,806 
9,626 
8,351 
9,557 
6,742 
6,883 
9,466 

11,497 
7,114 
7,700 
8,873 
8,491 
7,979 

10,058 
5,517 

13,865 
8,731 
6,892 
7,367 
5,944 
3,955 
1,413 
1,732 
1,885 
284,665 


President  of  company  to  executives:  "All  opposed  will  signify  by 
saying,  'I  RESIGN.'" 

***** 
The  BACK  FENCE 
(From  Page  7) 

Such  a  series  will  require  portraits  together  with  brief  "profiles" 
or  sketchesof  eachofficial.  These  shouldn't  be  too  difficultto  obtain. 

But  let's  go  a  step  further.  Sketches  of  Reeves  or  Chairmen  and 
Secretaries  will  go  perfectly  with  the  general  descriptions  of  Alberta 
municipalities  (including  towns  and  villages)  which  we  tried  to  pro- 
mote some  months  ago.  These  latter  should  cover  location,  size, 
history,  population  centres,  industries,  special  problems  and  what  is 
being  done  about  them  ...  in  all  running  to  about  1500  words.  Photo- 
graphs could  include  a  council  meeting,  the  municipal  or  town  office, 
etc . 

We  think  the  series  will  make  excellent  reading.  What  do  you 
think? 


The  correspondence  mectioo  of  The  Albert*  Municipal  Counsellor  is  open  to  siqr  reader 
for  the  discussion  of  any  problem.  Questions  raised  wlUbe  answered  tothe  best  of  our  abil- 
ity. Letters  may  be  sigiied  with  s  fictitious  nsme  if  thst  Is  desired,  but  we  would  ask  that 
thereal  naoaeof  any  correapondent'be discloaed  to  the  editor.  AU  letters  will  be  answered, 
bst  space  and  gansral  interest  must  be  considered  for  publication. 


